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September 2015
           7     NO SCHOOL
         15     Title I meeting/Open house

         24     Early Out-12:00 dismissal

         26     SATURDAY LIVE!

OPEN HOUSE
All parents and children are invited to attend our Open House on September 15th. The Title I annual meeting will be held at 5:30pm. The Open House will run from 6:00 – 7:00. Hope to see everyone!!
EARLY OUT
All students in grades K – 6 will be dismissed at 12:00 on Thursday, September 24th.  Sack lunches will be provided for those students needing them.  Sodexho will need to know by the 23rd if your child requires a sack lunch.
Boy’s and Girl’s Club will be open but there will be no transportation provided.

SATURDAY LIVE
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 Coming to Pioneer Park on September 26th, it’s Saturday Live! Join us to celebrate the biggest carnival in the West. We have fun games, non-stop live entertainment, and delicious food.

Start your day at Daylis Stadium for the Saturday Live 2 Mile Fun Run/Walk at 9am. Same day registration begins at 8am or go online to register at www.efbps.org. There will be lots of fun prizes for all, including a prize to the school with the most participants!

Live entertainment will happen on the main stage all day. Join us at 1pm to watch local celebrities devour pie in the pie eating contest!

The fun never stops with over 80 carnival booths throughout the park. It promises to be a fabulous day! Tickets for Saturday Live will be for sale at each elementary school prior to Saturday Live. You can also purchase tickets at the event. Tickets are $.50 each. 

 Don’t worry about parking; we have two shuttle buses running to ease the congestion. One shuttle bus runs from the Billings Clinic lot at 9th Avenue and 30th Street (by the Riverstone Billings Inn).   An additional shuttle bus runs from the Montana State University Billings parking lot on Rimrock and Virginia Lane.  Both shuttle buses run every 15 -20 minutes with drop off/pick up at the Zimmerman Center.

For more information, visit our website at www.efbps.org or call the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools at 245-4133.

        ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Regular attendance at all grade levels is one of the most critical factors in making sure your child graduates from high school.  It is important to establish good attendance patterns as early as kindergarten age so that your children understand that their education is important to you, therefore it needs to be important to them as well.  
For most students, simply attending school on a daily basis will insure the academic growth necessary to keep them on track from grade to grade and on the path to graduation.  Studies show that students who are academically on track and performing at grade level by the end of third grade are significantly more likely to graduate from high school than those who are not academically on track, and for most of these children, good attendance is the crucial factor in high academic performance.
Making the commitment to get your child, regardless of age, to school every day and on time is an investment in their future success.  Please help us guide your child to graduation by making their school attendance your top priority every day.  We’ll take it from there. 
Thank you for your support and best wishes for an excellent school year.
 FERPA Annual Notification

Notification to Parents and Students of Rights

Concerning a Student’s School Records
The District will maintain two (2) sets of school records for each student:  a permanent record and a cumulative record.  The permanent record shall include: basic identifying information; academic transcripts; immunization records; and attendance records.  The cumulative record may include: intelligence and aptitude scores; psychological reports; achievement test results; participation in extracurricular activities; honors and awards; teacher anecdotal records; verified reports or information from non-educational persons; verified information of clear relevance to 
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the student’s education; information pertaining to release of this record; and disciplinary information.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) grants parents or guardians and students over eighteen (18) years of age (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.  They are:

1.
The right to inspect and copy the student’s education records, within a reasonable time from the day the District receives a request for access.
Parents or guardians of students less than eighteen (18) years of age and students older than eighteen (18) years of age have the right to inspect and copy the student’s permanent record.  Parents, guardians or students should submit to the school principal (or appropriate school official) a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The principal will make arrangements for access and notify the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.  

The District charges a nominal fee for copying, but no one will be denied their right to copies of their records for inability to pay this cost.

The rights contained in this section are denied to any person against whom an order of protection has been entered concerning a student.

2.
The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student believes are inaccurate, misleading, irrelevant, or improper.
Parents/guardians or eligible students may ask the District to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate, misleading, irrelevant, or improper.  They should write the school principal or records custodian, clearly identifying the part of the record they want changed, and specify the reason.

If the District decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student, the District will notify the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student of the decision and advise him or her of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.

3.
The right to permit disclosure of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA or state law authorizes disclosure without consent.
Disclosure is permitted without consent to school officials with legitimate educational or administrative interests.  A school official is a person employed by the District as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the Board; a person or company with whom the District has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent(s)/guardian(s) or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.

Upon request, the District discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district in which a student has enrolled or intends to enroll, as well as to any person as specifically required by state or federal law.  Before information is released to individuals described in this paragraph, the parent(s)/guardian(s) will receive written notice of the nature and substance of the information and an opportunity to inspect, copy, and challenge such records.  The right to challenge school student records does not apply to: (1) academic grades of their child, and (2) references to expulsions or out-of-school suspensions, if the challenge is made at the time the student’s school student records are forwarded to another school to which the student is transferring.

Disclosure is also permitted without consent to: any person for research, statistical reporting, or planning, provided that no student or parent(s)/guardian(s) can be identified; any person named in a court order; and appropriate persons if the knowledge of such information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other persons.

4. 
The right to a copy of any school student record proposed to be destroyed or deleted.

5.
The right to prohibit the release of directory information concerning the parent’s/guardian’s child.
Throughout the school year, the District may release directory information regarding students, limited to: name; address; gender; grade level; birth date and place; names and addresses of 

parents or guardians; academic awards, degrees, and honors; information in relation to school-sponsored activities, organizations, and athletics; major field of study; and period of attendance in school.

Any parent(s) or guardian(s) or eligible student may prohibit the release of any or all of the above information by delivering a written objection to the building principal on or before the student’s first day of school.

Military Recruiter Access to Information.  The United States Congress recently passed legislation that requires high schools to provide to military recruiters, upon request, access to secondary school students and directory information on those students. Both the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002 reflect these requirements.  However, a secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student's name, address, and telephone listing not be released without prior written parental consent.  

6.
The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education, concerning alleged failures by the District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.
The name and address of the office that administers FERPA is:

Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202-4605
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