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LASBERGE™

“Why am I going to school if my
phone already knows everything?”




Dear Beartooth Friends:                                       August 2015

Welcome back to the 2015-2016 school year! All of us at Beartooth are looking forward to seeing our students on Wed. August 26 at 8:25 am. The beginning of a new school year has always had special meaning.  It is a time that marks a fresh start, exciting possibilities, and great promise.  For students it also means new friends, new learning, discovery, growth ---and new teachers.   We are excited to announce significant improvement to the technology infrastructure and equipment in our building, which will enable our students to utilize resources that are needed for success in the classroom.

Beartooth’s will continue to enhance our successful implementation of PLTW(Project Lead the Way) Launch, which will help young minds discover the wonders of  (STEM) Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Through PLTW Launch program for kindergarten through sixth grade, students learn important, future-changing lessons, like it’s okay to take risks and make mistakes, and it’s great to employ critical thinking.  Sixty-five percent of scientists and graduate students developed their interest in science in elementary school, according to one study. Engaging students now builds confidence, grows interest, and puts them on course for strong accomplishments in middle school, high school, and beyond.

So you can see that student academic success is the main goal of every staff member at Beartooth Elementary. We believe that every student will learn to the highest level and we are prepared to build strong relationships, offer extra time, and support to every student that needs it. We ask for your support and participation in this effort by sending your child to school every day ON TIME, encouraging your child to read at least 30 minutes every evening, monitoring your child’s take home assignments, and asking your child to share what they learned at school each day.

As summer vacation draws to an end, students and parents begin making preparations for the start of school. Please be aware that the first few days of school can be a little stressful for your child due to all the excitement of meeting new & old friends, having a new teacher, and being in a new class environment. Please talk to your child about what he or she is to expect and help them sooth their anxiety by re-assuring them that school is a fun and safe place to learn. 


This letter has been prepared to help answer some of the questions you might have prior to the first day of school. 

At the beginning of each month, please look forward to a school newsletter that will be posted on our school website. We hope you find these newsletters beneficial and informative. We encourage parents to frequently visit the Beartooth website. You can go to the Billings Public Schools.org website, go to schools tab, click on Elementary
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Schools, then go to East Cohort & click on Beartooth. When 
that site is open, click on visit Beartooth’s website or type in

The following website address.

http://beartoothelementary.weebly.com for information regarding your child’s school. The first day of school is Wednesday, August 26, 2015. On Monday, August 24, 2015, we will have the Beartooth “Meet & Greet” from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Students and parents will have the opportunity to meet their child’s teachers, drop off supplies, pay for lunch, pick up bus passes for those on the other side of Main Street, and join PTA. 


We are sure that all students will return to school ready and eager to learn. Working together as a team, we are confident that this will be another super year for the Beartooth Elementary School family. Please do not hesitate to contact us (281-6202), if you have any specific questions or concerns. Starting on Aug. 10th the office is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., until school begins. Once school begins, the office area will be open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. We hope you enjoy the final days of your vacation.
BEARTOOTH UPDATE:

For the 2015-16 school year Beartooth has quite a few staff changes this year.  Several teachers have retired or transferred to new and different assignments. These changes have been so folks are closer to their homes and children and/or because some of our teachers are moving to positions as Instructional Coaches( Mrs. Gnerer & Mrs. Piltz) so their talents can be shared with other teachers through-out District #2. We will again be very crowded with over 500 students and may remain as the largest elementary school in Billings Public Schools.  We will have 3 classes at each grade level this year, except for second grade, which will have 4 classes.  Mrs. Lynda Chase will loop with her last year first graders as they move to second grade.

Other changes are as follows: replacing Mrs. Traci Piltz is Mrs. Genia Roberts.  Mrs. Roberts comes with many years of teaching experience, including teaching in the following states California, Nevada and Ohio. Replacing Mr. Huck and Mrs. Heine will be Mrs. Nancy Warren who is coming most recently from Rose Park and has extensive experience working in several Billings schools in grades 3-5.  Ms. Nicole Loomis will be assigned to the other Fourth grade this year.  Last year, Ms. Loomis successfully completed the school year in 5th for Mrs. Nicholson who was on Maternity leave. Joining us, in 6th Grade, after teaching several years in Arizona is Mr. Daren Schwartzkopf.  Mr. Schwartzkopf is from Laurel and wanted to move back to the “Big Sky Country”!
 We have a new Library/Media Tech teacher, Ms Kieran O’Mara.  Ms. O’Mara has taught at Grace Montessori School and comes with high recommendations from the parents and the staff!  We are excited to let you know that we continue to expand our Special Education Resource Room services with quality staff.  Mrs. Vonnie Lange, who worked for me at Newman Elementary, when I was principal there from 1991 to 1999. Mrs. Lange will be joining our wonderful Learning Center staff, Mrs. Principe, Mrs. Makinen, Mrs. Ransone, and Mrs. Fred.

Other than that, all other staff members are returning to Beartooth, with the exception of a few specialists that have not been announced, as yet. Natalie and I have been officially in the building working as of early August, but in and out for meetings, etc. Be sure to notice how wonderful the building upgrades for safety and energy improvements.  We received new windows, new flooring and a new vestibule.  Things are looking great after all Mr. Stevenson’s hard work over the summer.


We hope you will join us in this effort and REMEMBER: TEAM : (Together Everyone Achieves More)
                           

             Cheryl Malia-McCall, Beartooth Principal
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We will again lock the doors of the school to insure the safety of the staff and children.  If you need to pick up your child during the school day, we ask that you come to the front office for the child and sign them out.  Any time you visit the school please check in at the main office.  PLEASE!  PLEASE!  Write a note, and if that is not possible, remember to call school before 2:00 to let us know if there is a change in plans for normal pick -up of students.  We cannot guarantee to get the message to your child or their teacher if we have not been properly notified.


PLEASE  be sure to keep the school up-dated with current residence and employment phone numbers.  We also need to know the names of adults able to pick your child up from school.   If you are going through difficult custody situations, please advise the school about who has authority to visit and pick up children.  Remember, this is for your child’s safety.

We ask that kindergartners and first graders not ride their bicycles to school.  In the district there have been several accidents involving this age group. Developmentally, these young students are not always able to respond appropriately and safely in our busy traffic area. Any child riding a bike should have a bike helmet.

Parents dropping off or picking up their children are asked not to come into the staff parking lot for safety reasons. The area in front of the school, marked by signs, is a bus zone and parking is not permitted.  This area is for the many Day Care vans and buses transporting students to and from school.  The curved area directly in front of the building is a drop off in the morning.  If you use the alley enter from Elaine, pull over to the left, pick up your child, watch for the children.  Drive on through the alley to Barrett.  Thanks for your help in these important safety matters
Breakfast and Lunch Program

The Breakfast and Lunch Program at Beartooth does have some cost increases this year:   Milk...............$0.60


LUNCH                        
BREAKFAST
Daily..............$2.55
Daily.............
$1.25

Weekly..........12.75   
Weekly..........
  6.25

Monthly.........51.00   
Monthly...........
25.00

Reduced Lunch/Breakfast


Daily..............$0.40
Daily................. $0.40

Weekly............2.00
Red. Wkly.......... 2.00

Monthly...........8.00
Red. monthly...... 8.00

           Adult tickets - Lunch$ 3.50


Breakfast and Lunch tickets may be purchased from the Lunch Accountant between 8:10 and 8:30 daily in the gym.  Students are encouraged to buy weekly or monthly tickets.  Charges are not allowed.   Parents are welcome to join their children for lunch at any time.  You only need to let us know by 9:00 so we can plan for you.


Beartooth will serve breakfast to students starting at 7:45.    Breakfast is served every morning from 7:45 to 8:20. Students are not to arrive before 7:45. Students taking advantage of this program must enter the building using the Main Entrance and go directly to the gym. If your child does not eat breakfast at school, please do not send them to school before 8:10
ATTENTION:  Birthdays & Healthy Snacks

Students may feel free to bring in treats for their birthday or ½ birthday (+ napkins, please).  Due to the number of food allergies among our school families, I’m asking that you send in low-sugar, peanut-free/tree nut-free foods that are individually wrapped. 


Since your child’s stomach is still running on “summer time,” we will be allowing students to enjoy a snack every morning, if they so choose. This means it's suggested that your child try to bring in a daily snack. Ideas include apples, oranges, grapes, applesauce, cut-up veggies, string cheese, yogurt, baggies of dry whole grain/low sugar cereal, etc. Additionally, your child is welcome and encouraged to bring a water bottle to school daily in order to remain properly hydrated and ready to learn. 

Please avoid sugary, frosting-laden treats. Remember that students (and their teachers () often prefer non-food types of treats, such as pencils, bookmarks, fun erasers, or other small party-type favors. Thank you for helping me keep our classroom as healthy, peanut-free and sugar-free as possible. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

•MONDAY-Aug. 24 ~•8:00-4:00 Staff Workday

•8:30-4:00 Staff Development on Site

         
•Please DO NOT plan school tours 
or visiting with 
staff during this time, they will be in training


•5:00-6:00 “Meet & Greet”

Students and Families are welcomed to bring school 
supplies, get bus tickets, buy lunch tickets, and meet 
teachers.
 •TUESDAY-Aug. 25th ~•AM-Staff are in District Welcome 
   
by Mr. Bouck and keynote at Alberta Bair


•1:00 Staff Meeting & Scheduling

DAILY  SCHEDULE FOR 2015-16
Students have a 40 minute lunch period. Students will eat lunch first for approximately 20 minutes, then go out to play for about 20 minutes.
GR  TEACHER      START  LUNCH    DISMISSAL
K
Bealer
     8:30
10:50 - 11:30
2:30

K
Roberts
     8:30
10:50 - 11:30
2:30

K
Sigurdson       8:30
10:50 - 11:30
2:30

1  
Peel
     8:30  
11:10 - 11:50
2:30

1
Brammer        8:30  
11:10 - 11:50
2:30

1
Ash
     8:30   11:20 - 12:00
2:30

2
Chase
     8:30  
11:10 - 11:50
2:30

2
Sustarsic
     8:30 
11:20 - 12:00
2:30

2
Henrichs
     8:30 
11:30 - 12:30
2:30
2
Miller
     8:30 
11:40 - 12:30
2:30

3
Thompson
     8:30 
11:30 - 12:10
2:30
3
Fowler
     8:30 
11:40 - 12:20
2:30

3
Richmond
     8:30 
11:50 - 12:30
2:30

Younger students are not allowed to wait at school for older siblings.  There are no Day Care providers on site.

4
Warren
     8:30 
11:10 - 11:50
3:10 

4
Bailey
     8:30 
11:20 - 12:00
3:10 
4
Loomis
     8:30 
11:30 - 12:10
3:10
5
Alwood
     8:30 
11:40 - 12:20
3:10
5         Nicholson      8:30   11:50 - 12:30
3:10
5
Carlin
     8:30 
12:00 - 12:40     
3:10 
6
Schwartzkopf   8:30 
11:40 - 12:20    
3:10 
6
Morales
     8:30 
11:50 - 12:30   
3:10 
6
Samuelson
     8:30 
12:00 - 12:40     
3:10 

IMPORTANT ~ First Day of School Schedule 


•Wednesday -August 26th ~ FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
 (all students attend for the entire day Grades K-3 8:25 to 2:30        

     & Grades 4-6 8:25 to 3:10)

           Unless a child is buying a lunch ticket, after 8:10 all students are to report to either the Primary Playground 2nd Grade will line up on the(East side nearest playground big toy) or if in K or 1st Grade they will line up in the front of the building. For the Intermediate Grades(3-6)  to the Playground area side  in the back of the building (North side)  

            Students are to line up outside and wait for their bell. 

Teachers will meet the children at their designated spot.  If students forget, we will have adults outside to direct them.  Any child not able to attend on the 24th, may come into the classroom if it is before 8:15 to meet their teacher.  All the staff will be outside with students by 8:15 to meet their classes when the bell rings at 8:25 and escort the students into the building.  Classes begin at 8:30.   We hope most of the parents met the teachers before on Mon. Aug. 24th from 5:00-6:00.  The class list will be posted outside each classroom.  
x
    Elementary
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